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Sa ftit snin ilu, is-sistema edukattiva fpajjizna kienet tifred
I-istudenti fug bazi ta’ hila akkademika. Dawk li kienu
akkademikament tajbin kienu jmorru §go skola u dawk li kienu
akkademikament batuti kienu jmorru go skola ohra. Ghalkemm
illum din is-sitwazzjoni nbidlet, fejn l-istudenti jinsabu kollha taht
saqaf wiehed u li I-iskola tipprovdi taghlim ghal studenti ta’ hiliet u
- abbiltajiet differenti, xorta ghadek tisma’ studenti jghidulek li I-iskola
ma tilhaqgx l-esigenzi taghhom.

Ikolli nammetti li iva xi kultant ikollhom ragun. Is-sistema edukattiva prezenti ma tghoddx
ghal kulhadd. Dawk I-istudenti, li I-kultura tad-dar tixbah hafna lill-kultura tal-iskola,
b’genituri li jistghu jghinuhom fix-xoghol, b’kotba, rizorsi u b’taghmir elettroniku edukattiv,
huma vantaggjati fuq dawk I-istudenti li din il-kultura hija aljena ghalihom. Ir-ricerki kollha
juru li s-sistema edukattiva prezenti taqdi biss lil madwar nofs il-popolazzjoni tal-istudenti.
Dan mhux sew u sa fl-ahhar din is-sitwazzjoni qed tigi indirizzata. Is-sistema edukattiva
fpajjizna tinsab f’salib it-toroq.

S’issa kull skola ppruvat tindirizza din I-industizzja, din il-hela ta’ studenti, fuq bazi
individwali u bi programmi specific¢i mahsubin apposta. |d-direttorat tal-edukazzjoni
jirrikonoxxi dawn I-inizjattivi u s-suc¢c¢essi taghhom u s-sistema I-gdida se tkun ged tibni
fug dawk il-mudelli ezistenti li kienu ta’ suc¢¢ess. Hemm il-hsieb li fil-futur qarib tiddahhal
sistema li tipprovdi edukazzjoni ta’ kwalita verament ghal kulhadd b’varjeta ta’ suggetti
prattici, vokazzjonali u akkademici.

Izda biex din is-sistema tkun verament effettiva trid tibni fuq il-bzonnijiet tal-istudent iktar
milli l-esigenza tas-suggett. Is-su¢cess li nkiseb mill-programmi individwali applikati
fl-iskejjel, kien propju ghax haseb fil-bzonnijiet tal-istudenti, fil-hiliet taghhom, fmetodi

differenti kif jipprodu¢u x-xoghol u fug xoghol li kien relevanti ghalihom.
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Kif tgerbu malajr il-vaganzi tas-sajf hux? Ghaddew il-jiem ta’ xalar, divertiment, gbiz fil-bahar u sighat
twal ta’ rqad. Nittamaw li gattajtuhom bilghagal u ma servewx biex hlejtu I-hin. Beda Settembru li jfisser
bidu ta’ sena skolastika gdida. Issa rega’ wasal iz-zmien li mmeddu ghongna ghax-xoghol u nergghu
nibdew nistinkaw biex niksbu rizultati sodisfacenti. Tajjeb li niftakru li I-edukazzjoni hija I-ahjar
investiment ghall-futur taghkom. Kull sena ¢gib sfidi godda maghha u spi¢¢a z-zmien ta’ tlajjar. Issa

wasal iz-zmien li nxammru I-kmiem u nibdew nahdmu bis-serjeta.

Kull sena ggib orizzonti godda maghha. Mhux sfidi akkademici biss imma anki fejn jirrigwardja attivitajiet
extra kurrikulari. L-iskola taghna temmen, u dan intom tafuh, li t-taghlim m’ghandux isir biss minn fuq
il-mejda tal-klassi, izda anki permezz ta’ attivitajiet li jigu organizzati minn zmien ghal iehor. Din
il-kombinazzjoni tghin biex I-istudent jikber b’'mod holistiku. Dan biex inkomplu nsahhu t-tajjeb li jkun
inbena mid-dar.

Issa li ged jogrob tmiem l-ewwel term, ifisser li wasal Zmien il-Milied. Zmien ta’ ferh, ghaqda u
Celebrazzjonijiet. Filwaqt li ahna nkunu geghdin nifirhu mal-familji taghna, nieklu ikla tajba u nifthu
r-rigali, jaf ikun hemm ohrajn li jinsabu wehidhom, li m'ghandhomx ma’ min jagsmu dal-ferh; li
m’ghandhomx kumpanija waqt I-ikla tal-Milied ghax ikunu ged isofru mis-solitudni. Hemm ohrajn li
bilkemm ghandhom bi¢¢a hobz x’jieklu jew imgar kutra biex jitghattew biha fis-sirda tal-lejl. Hemm nies
li se jkunu ged igattghu daz-zmien fis-sodda jiehdu t-terapija bzonjuza biex ihossuhom harira ahjar.
Ghalhekk, waqt li nkunu ged nawguraw il-Milied it-tajjeb lill-gheziez taghna, waqt li nkunu ged in¢arrtu
halgna bil-ferh u I-ghaqda li nkunu fiha f'daz-zmien tant sabih, u filwaqt li nkunu ged nagsmu kikkra te
shuna u biskuttin ma’ kumpanija tajba, huwa bix-xieraq li nahsbu min hu inqas ixxurtjat minna u
naghtuh l-isbah rigal tal-hajja: il-hin, ir-rispett, id-dinjita u I-imhabba.

Minn dan kollu, tajjeb nitghallmu napprezzaw dak kollu li ghandna madwarna. Kemm hu sabih li nqumu
ta’ kull filghodu u nirringrazzjaw lil Alla li gomna b’sahhitna u bdejna gurnata gdida, allavolja forsi ma
jkun hemm xejn gdid mill-granet ta’ gabel. I1zda, min jaf kemm hawn min jitlob li jgum fuq sagajh u
jkollu rutina bhal haddiehor. Kemm hu sabih li naghtu valur lin-nies gheziez ghalina u napprezzaw kull
mument li nqattghu maghhom. Dan m’ghandux ikun biss f'daz-zmien partikolari, izda matul is-sena

kollha ghax il-valuri tal-hajja m’ghandhomx zminijiet u limiti. L-isbah rigal mhuwiex xi mowbaijl jew
playstation tal-ahhar moda li jiswew il-flus ghax l-aqwa rigal huwa b’xejn: I-imhabba lejn
il-proxxmu taghna.

Nawgurawlkom Milied hieni u sena ohra gdida mimlija, sahha, hena u sliem.

Is-Sur J Spiteriu s-Sa ‘D Dimech
Ghalliema tal-Malti
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Is-success stajna nkejluh ghaliex dawk I-istudenti, li normalment jiskartaw jew jaghtu |-problemi bdew
jattendu regolari, jiehdu nteress u jippartecipaw b’mod attiv. L-iskola saret relevanti ghalihom ukoll!
Jalla s-sistema |-gdida tkompli xxettel inizjattivi tajbin sabiex uliedna jirnexxu lkoll.

Is-Sur M Bondin
[I-Kap tal-Iskola

Tiehu gost titkellem maz-zghazagh u tisma’ u taghti kas dak li
jahsbu u jemmnu.

U, appuntu, f'diskursata li kellima’ Andrew *, student zaghzugh
fuq I-ghatba tal-ezamijiet tal-O Levels u li ghadda ghala widnejja
| . likien ged jittraskura xi ftit, fettilli nsemmi kemm ahna |-bnedmin
f inhobbu noholmu dwar dak il-jum li fih insibu tezor. Min jaf, jekk
wiehed jinzel fil-fond fil-hamrija tal-gardina forsi jsib xi kaxxa
antika mimlija deheb u gojjelli!

“Biex gej dalghodu, sir?” stagsieni Andrew li ta’ intelligenti li kien, intebah li I-intenzjoni tieghi ma kinitx
li niegaf fuq it-tezor li wiehed johlom li jsib fil-hamrija tal-gnien tad-dar tieghu!

Id-diskursata waqghet fuq it-tezor li hu u kull zaghzugh u student u studenta huma moghnija bih: it-tezor
tal-edukazzjoni. Edukazzjoni li tibda d-dar fl-ewwel snin tal-hajja u tkompli fl-istituzzjonijiet edukattivi
bla waqgfien u limitu ta’ xejn. Fi skejjel mghammra bl-aqwa taghmir edukattivimma fuq kollox moghnija
b’edukaturi ta’ kuxjenza li jaghmlu I-impossibbli sabiex jaraw li I-istudenti taghna jimxu dejjem aktar
il quddiem.

U hawnhekk, Andrew, imdorri kif inhuma hafna zghazagh, li jisma’ prietka wara I-ohra dwar |-importanza
tal-istudju fil-hajja ta’ kull wiehed u wahda minna, dar fugi u serju serju stagsieni:

‘Imma sir! Agtaghli I-kurzita....jien ghandi nistudja sabiex intejjeb lili nnifsi u nhossni aktar komplut u
shih bhala persuna jew ghandi nistudja sabiex insib xoghol?”

U b’din il-mistogsija intelligenti kkonfermait il-potenzjal li ghandu Andrew u z-zghazagh bhalu.

Ghax tassew! X’ghandu jkun I-ghan ahhari tal-edukazzjoni. L-izvilupp shih personali jew preparazzjoni
ghad-dinja tax-xoghol?

Is-sistema edukattiva attwali u dik tal-futur garib permezz tal-progett

/ ambizzjuz tal-My Journey ged u se tkompli taghti I-opportunitajiet kollha
il—vjaggtieg'hi: sabiex l-istudenti kollha jkunu jistghu jilhqu kull ambizzjoni u ideal
taghhom. Is-sistema edukattiva attwali tippermetti lill-istudenti kollha

Nasal minn
toroq differenti

sabiex jimirhu kemm fl-akkademiku kif ukoll fil-vokazzjonali.
Min hu tajjeb fl-akkademiku ghandu kull opportunita sabiex jimrah kemm jiflah. U ghal
min hu aktar maqtugh ghas-suggetti vokazzjonali hemm il-mezzi kollha sabiex
jizviluppa l-abbiltajiet tieghu. L-iskola hija ppreparata bis-shih ghal dawn l-isfidi kemm
mill-aspett pedagogiku u preparazzjoni tal-ghalliema kif ukoll mill-aspett ta’

|




taghmir u rizorsi materjali fil-klassijiet u I-laborator;ji rispettivi.

Meta l-istudenti jilhqu I-miri taghhom ikun [-aqwa certifikat li s-sistema edukattiva tkun gieghda tilhaq
[-ghanijiet taghha.

Iz-zmien li ged nghixu huwa wiehed ecitanti u pozittiv ghall-istudenti kollha. Is-sistema edukattiva
gieghda tacc¢erta ruhha li mhux biss hadd ma jibqa’ lura izda wkoll sabiex ikollna cittadini kompluti,
mghallma u ppreparati sabiex jissodisfaw il-htigijiet tal-imprendituri fit-tishih tal-ekonomija tal-paijjiz.

Ghaldagstant Andrew jista’ jserrah rasu li t-trig li ghandu quddiemu hija wahda ta’ opportunitajiet kbar
u s-success jiddependi minn kemm lest jahdem u jistinka u jsoff mill-benna ta’ dak kollu li ged jigi offrut
lilu mill-agwa tezor.

*Andrew huwa isem fittizju. Is-Sur R Muscat
Assistent Kap tal-Iskola

Kull sena, il-Kullegg San Benedittu Skola Sekondarja

.
jaghzel ghaqda jew fondazzjoni biex il-fondi i jingabru mill- JL ALS M ALT A
attivitajiet li jsiru matul is-sena, imorru ghaliha. Bhal daz- ﬁ/\

Www.ALSMALTA.

zmien sena, intghazlet il-Fondazzjoni ALS Malta.

Mill-ewwel bdejna bil-preparamenti ghal diversi attivitajiet. Kemm I-ghalliema kif ukoll I-istudenti dahlu
ghal xoghol impenjattiv fil-pantomima tal-Milied bl-isem ta’ /I-GzZira tat-Tezor. Parti mill-flus tal-biljetti
tad-dhul marru ghal dan I-ghan.

Fil-granet tar-Randan kellna I-bejgh tal-Kwarezimal li sar fl-iskola stess minn
studenti u ghalliema.

F’Marzu, l-istudenti taghna dahlu ghal bic¢a xoghol sabiha ta’ drama bit-tema
tal-Olokawst. F’din I-attivita, in-nies prezenti wkoll taw xi donazzjonijiet ghal ALS
Malta.

F'Mejju giet organizzata I-iSportsFest. Kienet gurnata fejn hadna gost flimkien fi spirtu sportiv filwaqt
li bil-bejgh ta’ kejkijiet u I-lotterija komplejna nzidu mal-fondi.

F’Gunju, spi¢cajna bil-kbir! Festa Komunita kienet sucéess enormi. Giet organizzata maijjalata kif ukoll
wirjiet tal-karozzi u makkinarju agrikolu. ll-bitha tal-iskola kienet imballata bin-nies li gew u hadu gost
fambjent allegru. Kien inghaqad maghna wkoll Bjorn Formosa, il-fundatur tal-ALS Malta.

Permezz ta’ dawn I-attivitajiet, I-istudenti taghna qged jigu edukati fambjent ta’ solidarjeta u
jitghallmu jiehdu gost filwaqt li jghinu lil haddiehor.

Is-Somma ta’ €10,000

Nhar it-Tnejn, 16 t'Ottubru ngbarna lkoll fis-sala tal-
iskola, biex flimkien naghtu s-somma sabiha ta’
€10,000 lil Bjorn Formosa, il-fundatur ta’ ALS Malta.
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Bjorn kien emozzjonat ghall-ahhar b’din is-somma migbura. Fid-diskors tieghu hu spjega kif dawn
il-flus se jintuzaw ghad-dar li kienet se tinfetah apposta ghal persuni li jpatu minn ¢erti kundizzjonijiet.
Kompla emozzjona ruhu meta l-istudenti pprezentawlu kejk u awgurawlu ghal gheluqg sninu.

“Din il-memorja se nzommha go qalbi ghal tul ta’ Zzmien”
Blorn Formosn

Ftit jiem wara li pprezentajna ¢-cekk lil Bjorn Formosa, infethet uffi¢jalment
Dar Bjorn, li hija dar komunitarja fejn pazjenti tal-ALS, tal-Isklerozi Multipla u
ta’ mard newrologiku jistghu jir¢ievu kwalunkwe ghajnuna li jkollhom bzonn.
Dan kompla zied mas-sodisfazzjon taghna ghax zgur nafu li I-flus li ngabru se jintuzaw
verament ghal kawza gusta.

Fl-iskola giet imwahhla wkoll lapida kommemorattiva b’tifkira tad-donazzjoni taghna.

Ghaxra fil-mija tat-trabi i jitwieldu f'pajjizna, ikollhom bzonn jghaddu numru ta’ granet,
gimghat jew xhur fdivizjoni maghrufa bhala NPICU (Neonatal Pediatrics Intensive
Care Unit), jew kif nafuh ahjar, I-ITU tat-trabi. Bejn 300 u 350 tarbija fis-sena jinghataw
TFAL kura fdan id-dipartiment.

Ir-ragunijiet huma diversi, izda wahda mill-aktar komuni hi dik li t-tfal ikunu twieldu gabel iz-zmien.
FI-2013, Roderick Cachia flimkien mal-mara tieghu Liliana waqqgfu I-Fondazzjoni Qalb it-Tfal. L-ghan
taghha hu dak li jghin dan id-dipartiment fl-Isptar Mater Dei, li hu deskritt bhala t-tieni I-aqwa dipartiment
tax-xorta tieghu fl-Ewropa u dan jitkejjel mir-rata ta’ ghajxien ta’ dawn it-trabi.

Roderick u Liliana, waqqgfu din il-fondazzjoni, wara li gew bzonn huma stess dan id-dipartiment wara
t-twelid tat-tewmin taghhom gabel iz-zmien.

lI-Fondazzjoni Qalb it-Tfal ittella’ diversi attivitajiet fejn jingabru fondi biex ikun jista’ jinxtara apparat
mediku ghad-dipartiment tal-NPICU, fosthom il-Cooling Cap System li tiswa madwar €20,000 u tintuza
fkazijiet fejn ikun hemm kumplikazzjonijiet waqt it-twelid ta’ tarbija. Din tintuza biex il-mohh jerga’ jibda
jhaddem il-funzjonijiet normali tieghu u tnagqas ir-riskju li ssir hsara fil-mohh. Huwa stmat li bejn erba’
u sitt trabi kull sena jkollhom dawn it-tip ta’ kumplikazzjonijiet waqt it-twelid.

Hemm diversi progetti ohra li jridu jsiru fdan id-dipartiment biex tittejjeb il-hajja ta’ dawn it-trabi u
ghalhekk din il-fondazzjoni ttella’ diversi attivitajiet biex jingabru I-fondi mehtiega.

[I-Kullegg San Benedittu Skola Sekondarja din is-sena ghogbu jaghzel il-Fondazzjoni Qalb it-Tfal biex
il-fondi kollha migbura minn diversi attivitajiet li jsiru fl-iskola jmorru kollha ghal dan il-ghan.

L-ewwel attivita li I-iskola se torganizza hija bla dubju I-Pantomima tal-Milied li ilha ssir ghal diversi
snin u lahget certa popolarita. Inheggukom biex tattendu ghal din il-pantomima bl-isem ta’
It-3 Muskettieri? biex tiddevertu flimkien mal-ghalliema u I-istudenti taghna u fl-istess

hin tkunu ged tghinu lill-Fondazzjoni Qalb

' 31y it-Tfal.
. °

It-Tim tal-Attivitajiet




[l-librerija, permezz ta’ fondi mill-Adenzija tal-Litterizmu kif £
ukoll minn fondi moghtija mis-Surmast tal-iskola, xtrat numru
ta’ kotba li fdawn il-jiem kienu murija lill-istudenti u wara
tpoggew fuq l-ixkafef ghall-benefi¢éju tal-istess studenti u
[-ghalliema taghhom. Ghandna biex niftahru bil-librerija li §
ghandna, librerija mghammra tant tajjeb bil-kotba li jghinu |
lill-istudenti jkabbru I-gharfien taghhom dwar suggetti differenti.

[l-qari hu importanti hafna fid-dinja tal-lum. Wiehed jista’ jgib

I-informazzjoni minn eluf ta’ mezzi, imma zgur li I-ktieb jibga’ I-aqwa sors ta’ informazzjoni. ll-poeta Malti
Victor Fenech fi strofa bi stil hajku jikteb hekk: Rasu iebsa I-ktieb // sfida t-teknologija, // u baqa’
Jkattar. Hu importanti li ahna, matul is-sena skolastika, nidhlu fil-librerija, mhux biss biex naghmilu
x-xoghol, jew biex nogoghdu nitkellmu jew biex nistkennu mix-xita u mill-bard, imma biex nintilfu fid-dinja
ta’ kotba li hemm u b’hekk inkunu ged inhaddmu l-immaginazzjoni taghna.

X’waslilna:

Min gara z-zewg kotba ta’ Clare Azzopardi dwar ll-kaz De Molizz, ghandu
issa jagra t-tielet volum minn din is-sensiela: Jissokta I-kaz tal-Ahwa ta’
Saver u Ludmilla De Molizz. Ghandna wkoll il-grajjiet tal-gurdien famuz
! Geronimo Stilton bil-Malti biex hekk fil-librerija, dwar dan il-gurdien, wiehed
\ jista’ jagra bl-Ingliz, bil-Malti u bit-Taljan.

Thobb tagra fuq il-hajjiet ta’ personaggi Maltin? Ghandna I-bijografiji tal-poeta
u l-ex-President ta’ Malta Anton Buttigieg, tal-Arcisqfijiet Mikiel Gonzi u
Guzeppi Mercieca.

Thobb tagra dwar il-Mafja Taljana? Aqgra |-kotba tal-awtur zaghzugh Robert Aloisio - Sfidaw lill-Mafja
u Falcone u Borsellino. Taf min hu I-Arcisqof Oscar Romero? Agra |-ktieb tal-istess awtur Qatlu
lill-Aréisqof.

Waslulna diversi kotba ta’ interess generali fosthom
dwar il-Festi Maltin, I-Arti, ir-Religjon, I|-Isports u
I-karozzi. Jekk inti thobb avventuri dwar il-gwerra, aqra Ve e B
I-kotba ta’ Andy McNab, ex-surgent fl-Armata Ingliza. ”

ALICE ST
Waslulna numru kbir ta’ rumanzi ta’ Michael Morpurgo

IN AP
u John Green, is-sensiela ta’ Artemis Fowl, il- '»‘1\ l;{/'c')sz{(l')f}\N
Wimpy Kid u kotba mis-sensiela Skullduggery

Pleasant.

Waslulna wkoll diversi kotba bit-Taljan, bl-Ispanjol, bil-Fran¢iz u bil-Germaniz i
jikkonsistu f'novelli, kotba ta’ interess generali kif ukoll kotba |i se jservu ta’ rizorsi
ghall-ghalliema ta’ dawn il-lingwi barranin.




Ta’ min izid li diversi ghalliema ta’ suggetti differenti hasbu biex il-librerija tal-iskola taghna tkun
attrezzata b’diversi rizorsi li jghinuhom jaghtu I-aqwa taghlim lill-istudenti f'kull livell. Sahansitra, ghandna
kotba biex dawk I-istudenti li ma jafux il-Malti, ikunu jistghu jitghallmu |I-Malti bhala t-tieni lingwa taghhom.
Ghal min ihobb u jinteressa ruhu fdak kollu li hu Malti ghandna s-sensiela maghrufa ta’ kotba —
Treasures of Malta — sensiela imprezzabbli hafna.

Mill-11 sad-19 ta’ Dicembru, bhal kull sena se jkun hemm il-Fiera
tal-Kotba fil-librerija tal-iskola matul il-brejk ta’ nofsinhar. Din se tkun
miftuha wkoll waqt il-Parents’ Evening li se ssir nhar |-14 ta’ Di¢embru.
Kuljum il-librerija, minbarra li tkun miftuha matul il-brejk ta’ nofsinhar,
gieghda tinfetah ukoll kull filghodu bejn is-7am u t-7.40am ghal dawk
l-istudenti li jigu kmieni I-iskola.

lI-kittieb Amerikan Mark Twain, maghruf ghar-rumanz “The Adventures
of Huckleberry Finn” isostni li “Dak il-bniedem li ma jaqrax kotba tajbin,
m’ghandu I-ebda vantagg fuq dak il-bniedem Ili ma jaqgrax.”

Is-Sur A Dimech
Ghalliem-Librar

Nhar |-Erbgha 25 ta’ Ottubru, 2017, fl-iskola taghna
kellna attivita marbuta ma’ Pink October. Ghal din
il-gurnata I-istaff u l-istudenti kollha gew lebsin casual
u b’xi haga roza.

Pink October issir biex nghaddu informazzjoni sabiex
l-istudenti jifhmu iktar X’'inhu I-kancer tas-sider. Infatti,
filghodu waqt I-assembly kellna mistiedna specjali —
Is-Sa Dorianne Darmanin li giet tirrapprezenta lil
Europa Donna u lil Marigold Foundation. |s-Sa
Darmanin indirizzat lill-istudenti u lill-istaff fejn gasmet
l-esperjenza taghha bhala mara |li ghaddiet mill-
esperjenza difficli tal-kanc¢er tas-sider. Fl-ahhar, bhala
skola, ghaddejnilha donazzjoni ta’ €500 li ngabru
mill-istudenti u I-istaff. Dawn il-flus inghataw lill-
Marigold Foundation.

Ahna, il-Kunsill tal-Istudenti, tajna I-kontribut taghna
billi ghamilna posters ghall-attivita u gbarna d-
donazzjonijiet fil-break. Minn hawn nixtiequ
nirringrazzjaw lil kull min ippartecipa fdin I-attivita.
Nixtiequ nirringrazzjaw ukoll lill-Assistenta Kap tal-

Iskola, is-Sa Claire Camilleri, u t-tim tal-ghalliema li bLiESedéfeastt

hadu hsieb jorganizzaw din [-attivita. cancer
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Ahna [-Maltin maghrufin kemm kapaci nitghallmu u nitkellmu
lingwi differenti. Minbarra li permezz tal-lingwi nkunu nistghu
nikkomunikaw kemm meta nsiefru kif ukoll meta niltaqghu ma’
persuni barranin fpajjizna, m’ghandniex ninsew li permezz
tal-lingwi nsiru midhla tal-letteratura, tal-kulturi u tat-tradizzjonijiet
ta’ pajjizi ohra. Kien propju ghalhekk li nhar it-Tlieta, 28 ta’
Novembru, i¢celebrajna I-jum iddedikat lil-lingwi. It-tema ta’ din
is-sena kienet il-muzika. Filghodu ghamilna assembly specjali,
fejn studenti tas-sitt lingwi mghallma fl-iskola, I-Ingliz, I-Ispanjol,
it-Taljan, il-Germaniz, il-Franéiz u I-Malti, tkellmu dwar muzika u
kantanti differenti minn dawn il-pajjizi matul iz-zmien. L-istudenta
Thea Aquilina tad-disa’ sena kantat diska bil-Germaniz filwaqt li
Gianluca Bonello tal-Hames sena kanta diska bil-Malti.
Assistejna wkoll ghal diversi filmati muzikali qosra b’lingwi
differenti. Waqt il-brejk ta’ nofsinhar, l-istudenti u I-ghalliema
kellhom l-opportunita jduqu ikel tipiku minn dawn is-sitt paijjizi.
L-ikel kien jikkonsisti minn Victoria sandwich, tapas, pizza,

kannoli, apfelstrudel, eclairs, quiche lorraine, qassatat u timpana.
Ma nagsitx ukoll belgha te! Fil-foyer kellna atmosfera mill-isbah
bil-konkorrenza ta’ membri tal-SMT, ghalliema u hafna studenti.
Fuq kollox, bhal fkull attivita li norganizzaw fl-iskola, iddomina
s-sens ta’ team work qawwi bejn |-SMT, I|-ghalliema, it-
technicians, il-caretakers u fuq kollox I-istudenti. Hawnhekk ma
nistghux ma nsemmux ix-xoghol imprezzabbli li ghamel matul
dawn il-jiem, il-Kunsill tal-iskola mmexxi mis-Sa C Refalo u s-Sa
L Caruana sabiex din |-attivita tkun su¢¢ess. Lil kulhadd — Thank
you! jGracias! Grazie! Danke! Merci! Grazzi!

L-Ghalliema tal-Lingwi
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Ghall-inawgurazzjoni kienu mistiedna, I-Onor. Ministru Evarist SES8E
Bartolo, is-CEO tal-HSBC is-Sur Andrew Beane u s-CEO ta’ :

Prince’s Trust International is-Sur Jonathan Townsend.




F’dik il-gurnata, il-mistiedna Itaqghu wkoll ma’ grupp ta’ studenti li ged isegwu |-programm XL/Achieve
ta’ Prince’s Trust. L-istudenti kienu ged jahdmu |-gulepp, fejn din l-attivita giet maghzula mill-ghalliema
bhali parti mill-programm fil-qasam tal-intrapriza kif ukoll ipprezentaw zejt taz-zebbuga li gie mahdum
mill-istess studenti bhala parti mill-programm fil-qasam ta’ teamwork. lI-Principal tal-Kullegg, is-Sur
Paul Debono, is-Surmast is-Sur Michael Bondin, kif ukoll I-Assistenta Kap, is-Sa Claire Camilleri, dawru
lil mistiedna mal-istudenti u wrew il-prodatti li jinhadmu fl-iskola mill-istess studenti.
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Wara z-zjara mal-istudenti tal-ghaxar sena, il-mistiedna kellhom laggha mat-tfal tad-disa’ u I-hames
sena li jsegwu l-istess programm. Huma Itaqghu ukoll mal-ghalliema li huma nvoluti fit-tahrig ta’ dan
il-programm. ll-mistiedna kellhom kliem ta’ tifhir ghall-istudenti taghna, ghall-entusjazmu li urew waqt

il-lezzjonijiet, ghall-interess waqt [-attivitajiet u ghall-impenn

\ : taghhom fl-ogsma differenti li huma gew imharrga fihom. L-
This reading area is p?r; of 7

L el | | istudenti hadu gost li kellhom din il-laggha u xtaqu jirringrazzjaw

with the support of the HSBC Malta Foundation

lill-iskola tal-organizzazzjoni kif ukoll urew apprezzament lejn

Inaugurated today the 4th of October 2017 by the
Hon. Evarist Bartolo, Minister for Education and Employment,

eane, CEOSSC iaple [-SMT u I-ghalliema li huma nvoluti f'dan il-programm. Fuq kollox,

Jona end CEO Prince's Trust International.

jinsabu ferhana biz-zona li giet inawgurata u jistennew bil-herga
li jzanznu dan il-post ghar-rikreazzjoni u ghal-lezzjonijiet.

L-Ghallierma tal-Programm PII Achieve

Nhar |-Erbgha, 15 ta’ Novembru, grupp ta’ studenti attendew
konferenza dwar l-integrazzjoni tal-immigranti. Din il-konferenza
kienet organizzata mill-Kunsill Lokali tal-Gzira flimkien mal-Kullegg
Santa Klara. lI-Ministru Helena Dalli spjegat li ghat-tfal, l-integrazzjoni
tigi naturali ghax it-tfal ma jarawx wi¢c¢, kulur, sess, orjentazzjoni
sesswali, religjon, razza jew etnic¢ita imma jaraw biss bnedmin
guddiemhom. Ghalhekk ahna l-adulti rridu niehdu ezempju mit-tfal
fejn immorru lil hinn minn dawn il-pregudizzji. lI-Ministru Evarist
Bartolo kompla billi qal li l-iskola hija I-post fejn issir
integrazzjoni bejn studenti differenti u li ftit li xejn ikun

hemm problemi minhabba d-diversita. L-istudenti
semghu rakkonti u xhieda ta’ tfal li gew minn paijjizi

ohra, u |I-mod ta’ kif integraw fis-socjeta




taghna, spec¢jalment kemm ghinithom I-iskola biex ikunu jistghu
jintegraw. Minbarra xhieda tat-tfal, kien hemm ukoll kelliema ohra
bhal Omar Rababah, iben I-ex plejer tal-Gzira Rababah, id-Direttur
tad-Drittijiet tal-Bniedem fi hdan il-Ministeru tal-Ugwalajanza, |-
avukata Dr Lynn Faure, u diversi kelliema ohra.

Is-Sa L Caruana u s-Sa C Refalo
Ghalliema

[I-Kullegg San Benedittu huwa wiehed mill-ewwel kulleggi f'Malta li introduca
I-Esperjenza ta' Espozizzjoni tal-Karriera. L-organizzazzjoni hija fdata
lill-konsulenti tal-karriera u I-ghalliema tal-gwida tal-kullegg. Huma ghandhom
irwol c¢entrali bhala front liners f'din I-attivita tal-karriera bil-ghan li jhejju
I-istudenti ghad-dinja tax-xoghol. Kull sena r-rizultati jkun estremament
pozittivi u lil hinn mill-aspettattivi. B'rizultat ta’ dan, I-istudenti jiksbu |-gharfien
dwar opportunitajiet tal-karriera prezenti u futuri. L-istudenti jifhmu ahjar |-etika tax-xoghol f'diversi setturi
kif ukoll ir-regoli u rwoli fuq il-post tax-xoghol bhala I-bidu ta’ thejjija ghall- karriera futura taghhom.

Din is-sena, peress li n-numru ta studenti tar-raba’ sena kiber, I-Esperjenza ta' Espozizzjoni tal-Karriera
saret fuq gimaghtejn bejn 1-20 u I-24 ta’ Novembru u bejn |-4 u s-7 ta’ Dicembru. Hekk kien possibbli li
235 student jesperjenzaw u b'suc¢ess temmew din |-esperjenza esklussivament fxi post tax-xoghol.
L-Esperjenza ta' Espozizzjoni tal-Karriera kellha kull appodg possibbli mid-Dipartiment tas- Servizzi
Nazzjonali ta’ Sapport ghall-Iskejjel fejn kienu provduti ghadd ta' postijiet tax-xoghol li jvarjaw f’setturi
prominenti bhal ezempiju fil-qasam tal-finanzi, fit-teknologija, fl-armata, fis-sahha u ohrajn.

L-Esperjenza ta' Espozizzjoni tal-Karriera mhix I-unika attivita marbuta ma’ karriera, izda taghmel parti
integrali minn katina twila ta' attivitajiet relatati ma’ karrieri direttament pjanati biex jiggwidaw l-istudenti
jesploraw moghdijiet diversi ta’ karriera. Dan jintlahaq permezz ta' zjarat orjentati fkumpaniji, entitajiet
u istituzzjonijiet sekondarji. Dan kollu huwa sostnut ma’ taghlim fil-klassi fejn insemmu kif tikteb CV u
applikazzjoni ghal xoghol, kif tipprepara ghal intervista ta’ xoghol u aktar. L-ghanijiet ewlenin tat-Tim
ta' Gwida tal-Karriera huma varji. Fost I-ohrajn dawn jaghtu pariri dwar kif ghandha tittiehed decizjoni
ghagqlija u jimmotivaw lill-istudenti biex jahsbu u jirriflettu b'mod kritiku fuq I-ghazliet ta’ karriera.

Jiena nemmen li I-involviment tal-komunita tan-negozju Maltija fl-esponiment tal-karriera huwa
imprezzabbli hafna b'mod partikolari u primarjament fl-ogsma marbuta mal-edukazzjoni tul il-hajja,
mobilazzjoni tal-impjiegi u fatturi socjali u ekonomici. Ghaldagstant, inhossni konvint li I-Esperjenza
ta' Espozizzjoni tal-Karriera tgajjem fl-istudenti kuxjenza u hsieb . PN .
sinifikanti fuq l-importanza li jinkisbu kemm jista’ jkun kwalifiki. Hekk o '
huma jibdew iharsu lejn I-edukazzjoni tul il-hajja u I-impenn ta’ /‘
zvilupp ta’ hiliet, kapacitajiet u abilitajiet bhala necessita ghal .

[
kisba tal- karriera futur taghhom. .\» x
. @S

Is-Sur N Mallia

Career Adviser
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14 Parents' Evening (18.00 - 20.00)
15 Panto Performance (19:00)
16 Panto Performance (19:00)
17 Panto Performance (14:00 and 19:00)
Geography Fieldwork (Yr 10 Geography Opt. Students)
18 :
Christmas Jumper Day
Panto Performance (Year 9, Year 10 and Form 5)
21 —
Sports Activity
22 Christmas Celebration Mass & Party (Year 9, Year 10 and Form 5)

| 8 ‘ First Day of Second Term \

Is-suggett tal-Computing huwa wiehed mis-suggetti offruti mid-

Disa’ Sena’l quddiem. Imma x’jaghmlu interessanti?

Fid-dinja li nghixu fiha llum huwa impossibbli li gatt m’ghamilt
uzu minn xi forma ta’ kompjuter. Jekk naghtu harsa madwarna
fid-dar, insibu numru konsiderevoli ta’ apparat li fih i¢-Cipep

ewlenin li jaghmlu kompjuter, fosthom, mobiles, washing
machines, il-microwave u sahansitra t-televixin. Uhud
jinteressaw ruhhom u jistagsu, “Imma dawn kif jahdmu?” Ohrajn iharsu lejn loghob fuq il-kompjuter li
jilaghbu ma’ shabhom u jaspiraw li xi darba huma wkoll ikunu kapaci joholqu xi haga simili. Dawn
huma ftit mill-kurzitajiet li jhajru ghadd kbir ta’ studenti biex jaghzlu s-suggett tal-Computing.

Fil-Computing, l-istudenti jiehdu toghma zghira tal-hardware essenzjali li hemm bzonn

biex kompjuter jahdem. Jitghallmu wkoll kif jizviluppaw programmi biex ikunu jistghu (
jikkontrollaw il-kompjuter. Dan naghmluh billi fid-Disa’ Sena (Form 3) l-istudenti jitghallmu ~ “——=
jipprogrammaw ir-robots. Dawn ir-robots jaghmlu s-suggett hafna iktar interessanti.
FI-Ghaxar Sena (Form 4), jibdew jitghallmu |-Java, Ii hija I-lingwa li tintuza fhafna kumpaniji J a Va
tal-IT. Fis-sena skolastika 2017-2018 se jizzanznu kompjuters godda fil-laboratorji taghna

biex b’hekk inkunu ged nogorbu lejn is-sistemi li nsibu fl-industrija f'dan is-settur.

Inhegqu lill-istudenti kollha, subien u bniet, biex jiehdu dan is-suggett bis-serjeta u b’hekk
jinfethulhom diversi opportunitajiet ta’ xoghol li joffru pagi attraenti, kundizzjonijiet ta’
xoghol favorevoli kif ukoll avvanz fil-karriera kemm Malta kif ukoll barra minn xtutna.

L-Ghallierma tal-Computing




Wagqt il-lezzjonijiet tal-‘Home Management’,
10.11 u 10.12
I-importanza tal-ewwel

[-istudenti tal-klassijiet

tghallmu dwar
& ghajnuna u ta’ kif din ghandha tinghata.
Tghallmu wkoll xX’'inhuma [-fatturi li bihom
jista’ jagbad in-nar, modi differenti kif wiehed

jista’ jitfi n-nar u dwar x'wiehed ghandu

jaghmel fkaz ta’ nar. Biex isahhu dak i
tghallmu waqt il-lezzjoni, l-istudenti
Protezzjoni Civili fHal Far fejn iltaqgghu mal-pompiera li jahdmu fdan
il-qasam.

marru fid-Dipartiment tal-

Malli wasalna, wiehed mill-pompiera beda jurina t-tipi ta vetturi differenti
li ghandhom; dawk li jgorru ammonti differenti ta’ ilma kif ukoll dawk i
jgorru l-apparat mehtieg sabiex il-pompiera jistghu jkomplu xogholhom.
Fost dawn I-affarijiet, urewna ¢-cilindri tal-ossigenu li jgorru wara
daharhom meta jidhlu fxi post gieghed jagbad kif ukoll I-apparat
mehtieg biex ikunu jistghu jghollu trakkijiet jew oggetti tqal fkaz Ii xi
persuni jinqabdu tahthom waqt hruq.

ll-pompiera ma naqsux milli jagsmu mal-istudenti xi ftit mill-esperjenza
taghhom f'dan ix-xoghol. Fost |-ohrajn galulhom b’in¢identi differenti li
bihom diversi persuni kkawzaw in-nar u kif dawn setghu gew evitati.
Kien hawn fejn Il-istudenti fehmu kemm in-nar jista’ jkun perikoluz u
kemm wiehed ghandu jogghod attent.

Fl-ahhar taz-Zjara taghhom, l-istudenti gew moghtija I-opportunita li
juzaw wiehed mill-pajpijiet tal-ilma li I-pompiera juzaw biex jitfu n-nar.
Barra minn hekk, inghataw dawra fwahda mill-vetturi uzati fit-tifi
tan-nar. Matul din iz-Zjara, l-istudenti setghu jaraw il-hegga u l-imhabba
li -pompiera juru lejn ix-xoghol u kien ghalhekk li xi studenti gew ispirati
sabiex ’il quddiem anki huma jissiehbu ma’ dawn il-pompiera li jaghmlu
tant xoghol siewi ghal pajjizna.

Is-Sa G Schembri

Ghalliema tax-Xjenza u I-Kimika
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In the light of the fact that students in their majority tend
to be more inclined towards computer generated
software and games, with restless urge to explore the
latest technological device on the market, its
unsurprising to see a drastic decline of hands-on
activities amongst adolescents in  general.
Consequently, teaching Art to such audiences is
inevitably becoming more challenging and if not for our
constant prompting and encouragement, | risk saying
that most students will fail to meet the minimum
requirements.

As a department, one of our main targets was to instil
in our students an alternative approach towards such
media; with the intent of triggering their thirst to explore
the surrounding world with the aid of contemporary
technologies. Moreover, students were required to
delve deeper into the respective subjects by carrying
out proper online research, experiment with a variety of
software at hand, yet eventually attain their goals
through the use of versatile artistic media and
techniques with reference to the surrounding
environment.

Besides, the use of the artistic process served as a
general framework for the numerous projects that were
carried out throughout the year. Work from observation
as well as imaginative picture making constituted the
individual portfolios that reflect the diverse perceptions
of different individuals. With the involvement of a
substantial number of students from different forms, we
also embarked on multiple projects concerning various
school events such as the pantomime and the
celebration day. Such accomplishments were achieved
thanks to the collective efforts and commitment of
those involved. Meanwhile, they served as an
opportunity for further experimentation in extension
with the matters dealt with in the Art room.

Q)epartment




THE LEARNING SUPPORT ZONE

Along with the consistent commitment and dedicated
joint-effort of numerous professionals including the SMT,
the DSS, the guidance department, the prefect of
discipline, social workers and other local authorities, the

Learning Support Zone provided various students with
supplementary help through tailor made programmes

aiming at addressing their respective needs.

As with previous years, our main scope was that of eliciting
the best out of every individual by means of additional
support in extension with the content delivered in class.
The programmes ranged from anger management to
emotional literacy as well as gradual integration back to
the mainstream. Encompassing through different topics
and relevant subject matters, we strived to target the
holistic development of the particular students in order to
enhance their full integration within our resourceful school
environment and simultaneously equipping them with the
skills required to overcome daily challenges that very often
hinder their overall development.

Unfortunately, the LSZ tends to be associated with SEBD students who display a deviant and
challenging behaviour or seem to be resisting the educational system. However, the system itself is
designed to supply any additional assistance that many students may encounter; irrespective of their
academic level or family background. Actually, most of our energies during this scholastic year were
more focused on students with discreet emotional issues that are unlikely to be evident in class or
somehow obstruct lessons.

Once again, we feel satisfied that although some students may require more than just a couple of
hours weekly, these sessions enabled us to be flexible enough in reaching students by means of
versatile strategies involving relevant tasks catering for their needs. Random class assistance by
the LSA assigned within the LSZ was also very helpful in rendering their scholastic

experience more pleasing and fulfilling. Moreover, informal instances such as break
time and locker time were utilised to establish a trustful relationship with these students
and sustain what we do in class.

The LSZ Teamn
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P.S.C.D. - IS-SUGGETT GHALL-HAJJA AHJAR

lI-Personal, Social & Career Development (P.S.C.D.) huwa suggett fejn ghal siegha u ghoxrin minuta
fil-gimgha, l-istudenti fis-sekondarja jkollhom I-opportunita jahsbu, jirriflettu u jakkwistaw hiliet ghall-hajja
ta’ kuljum u anke ghall-futur. Dawn is-sessjonijiet jghinu biex l-istudenti jikbru fl-aspett personali, socjali
u issa fl-aspett tal-karriera wkoll. Xi hiliet li nittrattaw f'dan is-suggett huma dawn:
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Koperazzjoni

* Istima u r-Rispett . * Valur tal-edukazzjoni
» Kunfidenza * Komunikazzjoni * Valur tax-xoghol

* Irwoli e Hidma ftim * Impjiegi/ Karrieri

* Impenn * Relazzjonijiet * Pjan tal-karriera

* |zvilupp ta’ Talenti * Irwoli * Kontribuzzjoni

* Emozzjonijiet * Isterjotipi * Sodisfazzjon tax-xoghol
* Kunfidenzjalita * Diversita * Alternattivi tax- xoghol
* Tgassim tal-hin * Tolleranza * Sigurta Socjali

* Istudju u l-ezamijiet * Bullying * Pagi u s-Salariji

* Decizjonijiet » Teknologija * Responsabbiltajiet

* Ghazliet * Hbieb * Trejdunjins

* Konsegwenzi * Influwenza tal-hbieb * Drittijiet

* Identita tal-generu * Sesswalita _

+ Twemmin + Ambjent P S, |

* Kif nidher « Cittadinanza

» Sahha tajba * Reputazzjoni

* Responsabbilta  Sostennibbilta e
« Istress « Uzu tal-internet ; Ye;;}:;i;:;‘ 0

* Droga u |-Energy Drinks * Volontarjat Workbook! J

* Tqassim tal-flus » Donazzjoni ta’ organi/demm Av

* Orjentazzjoni sesswali * Addozzjoni ul-Fostering | 5 4 . 7V

Rabja Vjolenza Domestika

Forsi hafna minnkom jistagsu: Imma l-istudenti xX’jaghmlu f'dan is-suggett? ll-metodologija tal-P.S.C.D.
hi differenti minn suggetti ohra. L-istudenti jkunu bilgieghda f'¢irku u permezz ta’ attivitajiet varji
I-ghalliema tiffacilita diskussjoni li twassal ghall-gharfien kif dawn il-hiliet imsemmija hawn fuq, jigu
akkwistati u applikati. Naturalment jigu diskussi sitwazzjonijiet attwali u realtajiet li jiltagghu maghhom
l-istudenti taghna. Minn din is-sena, I-Ufficjali Edukattivi tal-P.S.C.D. fi hdan id-Dipartiment tal-
Edukazzjoni, ipprovdew workbooks godda ghal kull student/a biex isostnu dak li jkun sar fil-grupp
fil-klassi.

Tajjeb li l-istudenti jirrealizzaw kemm dawn il-hiliet huma essenzjali ghall-hajja ta’ kuljum
u anke fid-dinja tax-xoghol. lllum, min ihaddem, qed jishaq fuq l-importanza i
I-individwu jkollu soft skills apparti I-kwalifiki fl-ezamijiet. Ghalhekk tajjeb li ninvestu
hin bizZzejjed u naghtu I-prijorita™ mehtiega biex l-istudenti jizviluppaw dawn il-hiliet.

L-Ghalliema tal-PS.C.D.




Coeliac hija kundizzjoni relatata mas-sistema digestiva i
twassal biex I-intestini jiffammaw u ma jassorbux nutrijenti.
Dan jigri minhabba li ghal xi raguni, |-gisem ma jittollerax
il-proteina i tinsab fi¢-Cereali u I-prodotti maghmulin
minnhom, b’'mod partikulari I-qamh (wheat), ix-xghir (barley)
u s-segala (rye). Din il-proteina hija I-glutina (gluten).

Meta persuna li tbati b’din il-kundizzjoni tiekol minn dan I-ikel,
tesperjenza sintomi mhux pjacevoli bhal: dijarea, dardir,
nuqqas jew zieda fil-piz, kif ukoll ugigh ta’ zaqq u ugigh ta’
ras, fost ohrajn.

Ghaldagstant biex tevita dawn is-sintomi, huwa importanti li

ma tikkunsmax ikel li huwa maghmul mill-qamh, mis-segala o
u mix-xghir. Ezempji jinkludu hobz, cereali tal-kolazzjon, @ Musrana b’sahhitha Musrana ffjammatha
ghagin, crackers, gallett, kejkijiet u ghagina tat-torti u l-pizza. 1l kapaci tassorbin- i gratilha hsara fil-

, . - , . trijenti 11i.
Dan ghaliex I|-unika trattament li tista tiehu ghal din il- nu rl]f;_lv?;?nezz Ghal‘ﬁell(k .
kundizzjoni hija billi ssegwi dieta li ma tinkludix il-proteina nutrijenti ma jigux
glutina. assorbiti

Madanakollu xorta nistghu nikkunsmaw alternattivi ohra li ma fihomx glutina. Fost ohrajn hemm prodotti
bhall-ghagin u d-dqiq li huma maghmulin mir-ross u I-qamhirrun (corn). kel iehor li ma fihx glutina b’mod
naturali hu I-frott u I-haxix kollu, il-laham u I-hut, il-karawett, il-lewz il-gellewz, il-halib u prodotti
maghmulin minnhom.

Importanti li meta persuna coeliac tohrog tiekol barra togghod attenta li taghzel

0 postijiet li joffru ikel li ji§i ppreparat b’attenzjoni biex ma jigix ikkontaminat bil-glutina.
Y 4

"
. © l-istess hsara. Importanti wkoll li gabel jinxtara I-ikel, tinqara t-tikketta sew, b’'mod

Dan ghaliex ikel li ma fihx glutina u li jintmess ma’ ikel li fih il-glutina, kapaci jaghmel

partikolari I|-lista tal-ingredjenti fejn wiehed ikun jista’ jara avvizi dwar xi allergiji
partikolari li jista’ johloq il-prodott. Dan is-simbolu tal-qamha maqtugha li jinsab fuq
it-tikketti tal-ikel jindika li I-prodott ma fihx glutina.

Meta individwu jhoss certi sintomi kull darba li jiekol ikel li fih il-glutina, ghandu jirrikorri ghand it-tabib
personali tieghu biex imbaghad dan ikun jista’ jirreferih ghal ¢erti testijiet specifi¢i biex jindika jekk huwiex
coeliac jew le.

Ta’ min jghid li persuni li ma jbatux minn din il-kundizzjoni xorta ghandhom jibqghu jikkunsmaw ikel
li fih il-glutina basta dan isir b’'moderazzjoni, bhal kul tip ta’ ikel iehor. Dan minhabba li ikel
bhac-c¢ereali li fihom il-glutina, fihom ukoll nutrijenti importanti hafna bhall-proteini u

karboidrati - b’'mod specjali dawk gholjin fil-fibra, per ezempju hobz ismar, bosta vitamini

u minerali.

I L{-Q)gvartiment tal-Home Economics




Last scholastic year, the English Department organised its third annual writing competition, aimed at
enhancing students’ creativity and writing skills. The Year 8 students were given three elements to
include in their short story and in this issue of our school journal we are publishing one of the winning
entries. We hope you enjoy reading it and we look forward to sharing more students’ work with you in
the future.
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Thé Shddon $Tone,

As we staggered on through the dense foliage of the forest, we heard a rustle T
amongst the bushes.
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We stood paralyzed with fear as the rustling and snapping of twigs neared, and
I almost cried out with relief when a lion cub emerged. We decided to leave
the cub where it was as it would only slow us down and the mother would-... =

surely be nearby.

We were travelling through the depths of the Amazon forest, one of the most

dangerous places to be, in search of the shadow stone, the most powerful object
in the world. It is said that the stone contains dark magic and has enough power
to restore life to the deceased and grant immortality to the person in possession:
of it.

——

After months of raiding tombs and caverns, with rumours of
amap as our only lead, my colleague and I finally came across ‘
a worn map bearing the location of the stone and here we are,

in the middle of a forest, surrounded by deadly creatures. N
After reaching the destination the map indicated, we started

to shovel the dirt, waiting for any signs that something was

underneath.

Just as I was giving up, a bright flash from within the soil caught my eye,
and a surge of hope coursed through my body like an adrenaline rush, and
I dug like my life depended on it. Then, out of the blue, a silver box
emerged, and I knew that the stone was inside it because the aura of the

box had an extraordinary power.

The urge to open the box was overpowering and when I did, a surge of bright

e light emerged from within, momentarily blinding me. Just then, when
\ I grasped the sleek black stone in my hand, I knew I could do anything.

& 3 Martha Spiteri




In May 2017, the Education, Youth, Culture and Sports Council met in Brussels during Malta’s European
Council Presidency. The department of Education organised a competition with the aim of choosing
three students, from the primary, secondary, and post-secondary sectors, to accompany Education

Minister Evarist Bartolo and address the council with their thoughts on what changes they would like
to see made to the education system.

Gerard-William Zammit Young entered the competition and wrote an essay based on the theme: ‘If

you were the Minister of Education for a day, how would you change your school?’ His entry was
shortlisted amongst the top five entries in his category.

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change
the world.” — These are the words of one of the most well-known
leaders in history, Nelson Mandela.

The future of a country lies in education, both formal and non-formal.
Therefore, keeping education standards updated is crucial to have a
solid foundation for the future. This is achieved by using the latest

technology and methods of teaching to give us students, a better
understanding of the subjects we are learning.

Students complain of a theoretical system when they are asked about
their education system. As education minister, I would revise the
present curriculum in favour of a more hands-on curriculum. A more
practical curriculum would help students visualize theories in a more
constructive manner, rather than studying the theories by heart.

Also, I would assemble a curriculum that is based more on non-
formal and informal education obtained from after-school and
in-school activities, such as student councils and sports clubs. This
would help students learn skills such as respect, responsibility, and
honesty, which are hard to learn through the traditional style of
teaching.

I would provide more government grants for educational websites

and applications, which would make learning more fun and
interactive for students. I would invest in technology and ICT
equipment as this modernises teaching and helps students receive

material in ways that are up to the 21% century standard. Additionally,
I would scrap the written examination for ICT and replace it with a
practical examination taken on a computer.




I'would also implement a healthy eating policy. Malta has one of
the highest obesity rates in the world and such a policy would address
this issue. With healthier food being sold in schools, students will
live in a healthier way. This lifestyle would be passed down to later
generations and slowly improve the public health level.

Another change would be that students would have more
opportunities for out-of-school activities during school hours, such
as visits to science museums. Most students do not have enough time
to visit these sites, so school outings would be a great aid to their
education.

As Malta is just a small island, more international exchanges
would be high up on my list of things to do. I believe that this is
achievable with the European Union members’ cooperation. This
would be beneficial to their education systems as the students would
not only advance in their foreign language studies, but also share
their ideologies with other international students.

But there cannot be a strong educational system without a strong
foundation - the teachers. In the words of Malala Yousafzai, “One
book, one pen, one child, and one teacher can change the world.”
The teacher is the most influential person in a student’s education.
Therefore, teachers should be taught and trained in the best way
possible. I would invest heavily in this sector so more people would
work in educating tomorrow’s leaders.

But education, like everything else, begins at home. Support from
parents is needed continuously. This is the hardest problem to tackle,
but the easiest solution is to educate the parents themselves. More
frequent meetings between teachers and parents would help parents
know where and how they could help their children most.

In conclusion, I would try to improve the education system by
investing in current policies. I would try to modernise the system and

update it to 21% century standards. The system would be more open
to globalisation and would focus on each student’s learning method
so that each student is not only taught academic subjects, but also
how to live life.

Gerard William Zammit Young
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